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Abstract

Since about the year 2009, Boko Haram, a territorial terrorist organization, has wreaked havoc on communities
in Northeast Nigeria and beyond. Significant debate has ensued about the reasons for the Boko Haram insurgency
and their objectives. The government’s response to Boko Haram has largely focused on the need to stamp out
the insurgency through strong military response and heightened activities in intelligence and security agencies.
Some have espoused the Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) approach of mounting strategies that at least
recognize the root causes of the problem and the angst amongst citizens that contribute to their decision to
support terrorist organizations. In this article, we investigate public opinion about the root causes of terrorism
and the objectives of terrorists. The results suggest that the majority of the public agree with the following: (1)
the root causes of Boko Haram are unemployment, poverty and economic problems, dislike for government,
extreme political ideology, extreme religious feelings and manipulation by some politicians; and (2) a major
objective of Boko Haram is to seek revenge against security forces. However, more respondents disagreed than
agreed about the following objectives of Boko Haram: fighting political inequality, fighting economic inequalities,
and addressing political imbalance. Given these findings, it appears there is divergence in public opinion about
Boko Haram and that some aspects of public opinion differ from perspectives held by government agencies.
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Introduction

Terrorism can be defined as “the premeditated use or threat to use violence by individuals or sub-national
groups in order to obtain a political or social objective through the intimidation of a large audience
beyond that of their immediate victims”[1] Although state agents can engage in terrorist acts against the
people, the term “terrorists” is usually used to describe those who act outside the normal framework of
society by engaging in illegal and often lethal and destruction activities that compromised state cohesion.
[2] We expect their motivations and grievances to be related to the types of attacks that they perpetrate.

Terrorist attacks on people, communities, governments and infrastructure have resulted in tension and panic
around the globe. Some terrorist organizations have international ambition while some do not.[3] Some,
on the other hand, have territorial ambition and therefore capture territory through force and establish new
government-like structures. Given the growing incidence of terrorism around the globe,[4] terrorism is now
generally viewed as a leading global security threat.[5] This has spurred broader thinking about its causes,
what it entails, and how it impacts on people and society. However, the complexity of terrorist behavior and the
diversity of root causes and objectives make it difficult to answer these questions. Also, significant gaps remain
in public understanding of terrorism and in the understanding of policymakers about public perception.

Knowledge of what constitutes the root causes and objectives of terrorist organizations continues to evolve in
response to the needs of governments, international organizations and security experts to develop strategies
to prevent and manage terrorist attacks. For example, regarding root causes, there is growing evidence that
terrorism is largely explained by socio-economic, political and religious factors. Although extensive research
has been conducted on the various underlying factors on terrorism, one key missing element in the literature
is how the public perceives these factors. Especially for Boko Haram, a unique terrorist organization due
to its territorial ambition and regional focus, a survey of public opinion is helpful in identifying how the
public perceives it. For example, if the public perceives Boko Haram’s cause as legitimate, challenges may
face government agencies empowered to address the problem. If the public feels that the cause is government
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ineffectiveness, it may be difficult for the government to convince the public that its solutions will be effective.

Terrorist organizations tend to recruit from within a pool of sympathizers. It is often argued that terrorists
are aware of the importance of public opinion, hence, plan their attacks in order to sway opinion in an
intended direction and this is evidenced by the frequency of their attacks, place location, timing and
targets of their attacks.[6] This implies that terrorists manipulate public opinions and reactions to their
advantage. An understanding of public opinion about terrorists can also enable policymakers to implement
programs that have more popular supports and better gauge the effectiveness of government actions.

This study investigates public perceptions about Boko Haram, which has had a devastating impact on the
Northeast part of Nigeria. The study focuses on the perceptions of citizens from the immediate areas
of Boko Haram attacks,[7] as well as other areas in Northern Nigeria. Drawing on existing literature,
we developed and implemented a survey questionnaire to obtain information on the root causes and
the objectives of the Boko Haram insurgents. In reporting our results, we highlight where there exist
differences between our survey results and common perceptions, as well as findings from existing literature.

We structure the rest of this paper as follows. Next, we summarize the history of Boko Haram and its activities.
Next, wepresentaliteraturereviewon theroot causesand objectives of terrorists. Then, we present our keyresearch
questions. Then, wepresentourmethodology,datacollection effortsand results. Finally, we offer some conclusions.

Understanding Boko Haram and Terrorism

Boko Haram, a radical Islamist group, has heightened the state of insecurity and become a major destabilizing
force in Nigeria and surrounding countries.[8] Formally known as “Jamaatu Ahlus-Sunnah Lidda Awati
wal Jihad’, its origin can be traced back to 2002 when its members organized around its charismatic leader,
Mohammed Yusuf, in Maiduguri, the Borno State capital.[9] Yusuf instilled in the group an extreme Islamic
ideology and a high degree of disdain for western principles and culture. Boko Haram, simply translated from
Hausa to English, means “western education is forbidden.”[10] It aims to create an Islamic state, impose sharia
law in Northern Nigeria, do away with western principles and culture, and rid society of bad governance,
corruption and moral depravation. These, they believe, are against the tenets of Islam.[11]

Boko Haram’s violence became palpable in July 2009 when it commenced its attacks, including the killing of
police forces and the bombing of government officials, places of worship, public institutions and innocent
civilians.[12] Although the movement started with a strong criticism of northern Muslims for engaging in
un-Islamic practices, it remained largely non-violent until 2009 when violent crackdown by the Police led to
the arrest of some key members, including, Mohammed Yusuf, who was subsequently killed by the police. [13]
The killing of Yusuf and other members of the sect spawned anger amongst the group, leading to violent attacks
against police forces and innocent victims.[14]

In the aftermath of violent crackdowns, Boko Haram became a highly destructive and lethal group, killing
thousands and displacing millions in Northeast Nigeria.[15] Boko Haram vigorously uses brutal tactics such
as suicide bombings, assassinations, roadside shooting, car hijacking, kidnapping and bomb explosions to
wage war against what it considers as enemy targets.[16] Boko Haram has also wreaked havoc on public
institutions, civilians, police forces and government property.[17] The Amnesty International reported that
Boko Haram fighters have bombed and killed several civilians, burnt villages and abducted and assaulted
teachers and students during their attacks.[18] According to the Global Terrorism Index 2015 report, Nigeria
experienced the most significant increase in terrorist deaths ever recorded by any country, from 1,595 in 2013
to 6,118 in 2014. These statistics made Boko Haram, the deadliest terrorist group in the world that year.[19] It
is noteworthy that Boko Haram attacks have shifted remarkably from attacks on security forces to attacks on
civilians.

Boko Haram attacks have destabilized economic activities, derailed economic development, and caused the
worst kind of humanitarian crisis in the Northeast ever, with millions of people displaced from their homes,
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jobs and communities.[20] For example, Borno State, which was worst affected by Boko Haram attacks, has
1.3 million people, especially women and children, displaced and in need of humanitarian aid.[21] Terrorism
affects a larger spectrum of society than the immediate victims. In the aftermath of Boko Haram attacks,
fear and anxiety have heightened not only among the target population but the broader population of people
beyond the immediate impact area of Boko Haram. These attacks have drawn large public sentiments and
media headlines from around the globe. For example, Boko Haram’s kidnapping of schoolgirls from Chibok
in 2014 caused international outrage and affected public opinion.[22] Similar outrage surrounded their most
recent abduction of schoolgirls from Dapchi in 2018.[23]

Terrorists plan their attacks to “send a message to a certain audiences in an attempt to change their attitudes
and opinions.”[24] Many people believe that terrorists are irrational. However, their attacks and other strategies
suggest that they are highly knowledgeable and organized entities that seek to maximize destruction, based on
grievances, and gain public support.[25] Terrorists seek their attacks to influence people’s perception in an
intended direction.[26]

Amid the growing concern about the large displacement of people from Boko Haram attacks the federal and
state governments of Nigeria, as well as international humanitarian agencies, have mounted major humanitarian
strategies.[27] The Nigerian government also responded to Boko Haram’s threat by using military force,
especially in Borno, Yobe and Adamawa States where Boko Haram attacks were strongest.[28] For example, in
2015/2016, the deployment of the military troops led to the recapturing of the control of Maiduguri from Boko
Haram. Boko Haram found refuge in the Sambisa forest.[29] More recently, Boko Haram continues to launch
attacks in several parts of the Northeast.[30]

The effectiveness of the Nigerian government, and its military and security agencies in fighting Boko Haram
has come under criticism from both local and International agencies. A report by Transparency International
indicated that the Nigerian armies are unable to defeat Boko Haram due to corruption in the Defense Sector
and the inadequate supply of equipment and materials to confront Boko Haram. Further, in the report, it was
recounted that Nigerian soldiers sometimes fled from Boko Haram attacks due to the shortage of ammunition
and fuel, which were withheld by corrupt senior officers.[31] Amnesty International also accused the Nigeria
military of committing war crimes against humanity, due to the mass arrest, interrogation and detentions of
suspected members and supporters of Boko Haram, specifically detainees with no connection to Boko Haram
who are subjected to torture, starvation, malnutrition and thirst, resulting in thousands of deaths at army run
detention facilities.[32] The Nigerian government has typically denied these allegations. A study such as this
one that is focused on public perception is helpful in understanding whether or not the public is closer to
foreign critics or to domestic government officials.

Root Causes of Terrorism and Objectives of Terrorists

Studies have examined the root causes of terrorism and the objectives of terrorists. Identified root causes can be
classified as follows: economic, social, religious, ethnicand political. We now examine these studies in more depth.

Economic and Social Root Causes

Poverty and unemployment have been identified by some studies as common causes of terrorism.[33]
However, several studies have found no link between poverty, unemployment and terrorism.[34] The
general belief of the security and intelligence community is that people who are economically deprived are
more likely to resort to violence as a way to express their grievances. That is poverty and unemployment
create terrorism.[35] The theory of relative deprivation explains that when people feel deprived of
something they are expect to have, they become discontent, hence could use violence to express their
grievances.[36] Although, it is argued that poor economic conditions such as lack of employment
opportunities and poverty create the condition for people to join terrorist organizations.[37] A study
by Kavanagh found that poor but highly educated people were the ones likely to participate in terrorism.
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[38] Bhatia and Ghanem in their study that examined the relationship between education, unemployment
and violent extremism, however, found that unemployed educated youth are more likely to be radicalized
by terrorist groups due to the unemployment and lack of employment opportunities in Arab countries.[39]

Similarly, the lack of economic opportunities has been found as a root cause of terrorism. A study by
Gassebner and Luechinger found a negative relationship between lack of economic opportunities and
terrorism. The study further shows that countries that restrict economic freedom are susceptible to more
terrorist attacks than countries that promote economic freedom.[40] For example, Mohammad argued, “the
deterioration of socio-economic conditions in the Middle Eastern societies has contributed in many ways
to the eruption of terrorism.”’[41] In his study that examines the relationship between poverty, minority
economic discrimination and domestic terrorism, Piazza revealed that countries that subject minority
groups to economic discrimination are more likely to experience domestic terrorism than countries where
minority groups are not affected by economic discrimination.[42] Lai also found evidence to show that
states with greater economic disparities between groups are susceptible to higher terrorist attacks.[43]

Lowincomeandeconomicinequalityarefoundtobepossiblecausesofterrorism. Pinar Derin-Gurefoundevidence
that the greater the income inequality there is in a country, the greater the incidence of domestic terrorist attacks.
[44] Krieger and Meierrieks sampled 114 countries between 1985 and 2012 and found that income inequality is
correlated with terrorism.[45] In addition, Enders et al. found a robust nonlinear income-terrorism relationship,
which suggests that terrorist attacks are more concentrated in middle-income countries.[46] But, other empirical
studies have found no support to suggest that the income distribution of a country is related to terrorism.[47]

In northern Nigeria, there is the common perception that violent extremism is entrenched in the socio-
economic problems of the country.[48] For example, Ayegba argued that poverty and unemployment are the
driving forces behind the insurgency in Nigeria. Further in the study, Ayegba claimed that the high rate of
youth unemployment has resulted in poverty and insecurity in the country.[49] David et al. argued, “socio-
economic indices such as poverty, unemployment, inequality, economic underdevelopment, low education,
inter alia, underlie the emergence and persistence of Boko Haram terrorism.”’[50] These assertions suggest that
the pervasive poverty and unemployment in northern Nigeria create the condition for especially young people
to be manipulated and recruited by Boko Haram. Although, some studies have found no link between poverty
and terrorism, however, the vicious cycle of poverty and unemployment make it easy for people to become prey
for Boko Haram recruitment. A study by Botha and Abdile confirmed that, due to adverse economic conditions
and unemployment in Somalia, some people viewed al-Shabaab as a potential employer.[51] A recent public
opinion study on Boko Haram by Botha et al. revealed that some of the respondents interviewed perceive that
people are motivated to join Boko Haram because “they are unemployed and see Boko Haram as a job”[52]

Religious and Ethnic Causes of Terrorism

It is common belief that religious tension and religious fundamentalism cause terrorism. There is empirical
evidence to support this argument.[53] With respect to Boko Haram, religion plays a vital role in their
discourse.[54] The group holds extreme religious ideology, which they use as the basis to commit their heinous
crimes. Akinola argued that the rise of Boko Haram is embedded in Islamic fundamentalism, which they use
to justify their actions.[55] For example, the group aims to promote Sharia law and create an Islamic state in
Northern Nigeria. As a result, it has waged war on any group or western idea, which they believe is against
Islam. This has created the notion that terrorism is linked to religion fundamentalism.[56] In the study, why do
people join Boko Haram? Onuoha found that, “ignorance of religious teaching is the leading factor influencing
the adoption of extreme religious views, especially among youth” in all the northern states surveyed.[57]

In addition, religious and ethnic tensions are found to cause terrorism. Historically, Nigeria
has experienced intermittent ethno-religious clashes.[58] Although, it is hard to claim that the
emergence Boko Haram is related to religious or ethnic conflict, some studies have found a
positive relationship between religious and ethnic tensions and terrorism.[59] This implies that
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societies experiencing religious tension can become a breeding ground for terrorists to operate.
Political Causes of Terrorism

With respect to the political root causes of terrorism, several studies have indicated that the lack of civil liberties,
corruption, weak political institutions, political instability, weak government, high level of repression, civil
wars can foment the incidence of terrorism.[60] In addition, a study by Piazza shows that societies with large
complex multiparty systems are more prone to terrorist incidence than those with few homogeneous systems.
[61] Also, democratic countries, which are assumed to be in a better position to stop terrorist attacks, are
more prone to terrorist attacks than autocratic countries.[62] Krieger and Meierrieks argued that democratic
countries are prone to terrorist attacks due to the promotion of democratic ideals like respect for civil liberties
and free press, which open doors for terrorists to operate and also hinder counter-terrorism measures.[63]

On domestic terrorism in Northeast Nigeria, some studies blamed the emergence of Boko Haram on the
country’s elite politics.[64] Botha et al. argued that “Boko Haram is a political construct, sponsored by
politicians”’[65] According to Mbah et al., Boko Haram emerged from the struggle among northern and
southern political elites to gain control of state political power, especially after the death of President YarAdua.
[66] The re-election of Jonathan Goodluck in 2011 then led to the use of Boko Haram as an instrument of
destruction by northern political elites.[67] However, these claims cannot fully explain the emergence of Boko
Haram, since other political and social phenomenon could contribute to the rise of the group. For instance,
some scholars have argued that emergence of the group could be linked to bad governance, corruption
and economic deprivation in northern Nigeria, which has fostered the rise radical extremist groups.[68]

Objectives of Terrorists

In general, the literature suggests that terrorists operate with particular goals in mind. Studies have shown
that terrorist organizations may have political, religious, social and economic objectives, which inspired
their operations.[69] The objectives of a terrorist organization influence its choice of targets and modes of
attacks. Like other terrorist organizations such as the Islamic State which has a core goal of establishing a
caliphate in the Middle East,[70] Boko Haram has the objective of removing all western and un-Islamic
influences and establishing a society built on Islamic law in northern Nigeria. With this goal in mind,
Boko Haram insurgents use violence as the acceptable means to bring about the change they want. The
objectives of terrorist organizations may play an important role in how they recruit and radicalize people.

Importance of Research on Public Perceptions

The literature on public perception on terrorism is sparse. Only a few studies, if any at all, have studied how the
public perceives terrorism or government actions to contain terrorist activities. Krueger examined the public
attitude in one country toward another country and its effect on the likelihood of terrorism.[71] His results
revealed the greater likelihood of terrorist attacks on one country if another country disapproves of the leadership
and policies of that country.[72] A study by the Pew Charitable Trust shows that the majority of Nigerians are
concern about the rise of Islamic extremism in the country, with 82% respondents saying they have unfavorable
view and 10% said favorable view of Boko Haram.[73] Probably much of the 10% with favorable Boko Haram
view (about 20 million) come from areas of the North that have had similar challenges as the Northeast.

Another study by Loschky indicated that 95% of Nigerians see Boko Haram as a major threat to the
country’s future, whereas, only 3% said minor threat.[74] In a recent study by Poushter on how the public
perceives extremism, the result shows that majority of people in Europe and North America are worried
about extremism.[75] This implies that the incident of terrorist attacks has increased citizens fear and
stimulated public view about the threat of terrorism. The authors are not aware of any studies that have
looked how citizens in countries facing terrorism feel about the perpetrators and the actions of government.

Itisimportant that the efforts of government in tackling terrorism are grounded on four foundations: (1) they are
effective in addressing terrorism, (2) they are effective in addressing its root causes, (3) they are efficient and cost
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effective, (4) they are supported by a significant segment of the public or enjoy broad-based support. The last has
proven important in many countries. Terrorists rely on a pool of sympathizers from within which they recruit.
Understanding how the general public perceives terrorism is important because this helps to understand the
perspectives of the public concerning the root causes and objectives of terrorists. It also helps to understand how
the public feels about the issue and the segment of the public that are sympathizers of terrorist acts. In addition,
estimating the relationship between public opinion and terrorism can help government, military, humanitarian
agencies and security agencies provide the appropriate services and support to victims of terrorist acts.

Methods & Data
Research Questions

Inlightoftheabove,inthisstudy,weexplorethefollowingresearchquestionsinordertoexamineconsistencybetween
existingliterature,generalbeliefsand publicopinionabout Boko Haram. Based on ourassessmentofthekeyareasof
possibledivergence,wehonedinonthefollowingcriticalquestionsrelated torootcausesand objectivesofterrorists:

1. What are the primary objectives of terrorists?
2. What are the root causes of terrorism?

3. What existing conditions enable and encourage terrorism?

Survey

Weimplementedasurveyofrespondentsfromeleven (11)statesin Northern Nigeriain August2013,twoyearsinto
theactive phase of the Boko Haram insurgency and a period where some of the most deadlyattacks were recorded.
Rather than focus only on the states of Borno, Adamawa and Yobe (BAY states), where the bulk of the Boko Haram
attacks occurred, we expanded the survey for several reasons: (1) uncertainty about the ability to collect adequate
data from some states during the height of the insurgency, (2) to see if opinions varied between northeasterners
and other northerners and (3) Boko Haram activities have impacted directly or indirectly on residents of most
of these states. All selected states have very high Muslim population and ir is often claimed that Muslims in the
North generally support Boko Haram. In addition to the BAY states, other states surveyed include the other
three Northeast states of Bauchi, Gombe and Taraba (BGT); the states of Kaduna, Kano, Kebbi and Sokoto in the
Northwest; and the state of Niger in the North-Central Zone. The inclusion of states beyond the primary impact
states allowed us to gauge broader public opinion in the Northern regions, vis-a-vis the immediate impact area.

In each state, we organized fieldwork to gauge the perceptions of individuals on terrorism. Our
survey targets included the youths, workers, traders, traditional rulers, serving/ex-security personnel,
women, etc. We utilized availability sampling in selecting the required number of respondents due to
the nature of the insurgency, the associated risks to the lives of enumerators, the scepticism of many
potential survey respondent, and the sensitive nature of the surveys. However, we made efforts to
ensure a balanced representation and gave opportunities to all groups to be represented in the study.

The primary data collection instrument used in this study is a structured questionnaire. This is available upon
request. This instrument was intended to generate answers to our key questions. Due to challenges associated
with data collection of this nature, only one hundred (100) questionnaires were administered in each of
the eleven states, bringing the total to 1,100. However, only 1,079 were found to be properly completed and
usable in further analysis. To supplement our survey results, in each state, we conducted in-depth interviews
with three persons; (1) a traditional or religious leader, (2) security personnel (serving or retired), and (3) a
prominent citizen in the area. Please note that only the survey results relating to the focus of this particular
paper are reported here. That is, there were more survey questions than what we analyse in this paper.
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Results and Discussions

In this section, we present survey results from all eleven Northern states. The views and perceptions about
terrorism while root causes and terrorists’ objectives were relatively consistent across states, with a few
exceptions. In our reporting, we focus on the aggregate views of the 1079 respondents from the eleven
Northern States, we also highlight areas where the results from specific state deviate from overall findings.

Causes of Terrorism

The root causes of terrorism suggested by the literature appeared in section B. Survey respondents essentially
confirm many of these causes, with only a few surprises. The general perceptions of the public about the causes
of terrorism for the entire region are summarized in table 1. The strongest opinion centres on the notions
that terrorists are typically unemployed people who are easily recruited by sponsors. Survey results also show
that respondents believe that terrorists are motivated by poverty and economic problems. Results also suggest
that the public feels that terrorists dislike government, harbour extreme political ideology and have extreme
religious feelings. Also, strong is the perception that terrorists are manipulated by politicians as a ploy to stay
in power and democracy provides greater latitude for terrorists to operate. These last two findings can be
considered as somewhat unique about Nigeria. Less than 50% of those surveyed felt that terrorists were driven
by the following factors: religious marginalization (42%), dislike for democracy (30%) or ethnicity (27%).

Table 1. Public perceptions on the causes on terrorism

Statements Strongly | Disagree | Neither
agree or | or Strongly | Agree or
Agree | disagree Disagree
Terrorists are unemployed people and easily recruited by 80% 20% 0%
sponsors
Terrorists are driven by poverty and economic problems 72% 18% 10%
Terrorists are driven by dislike for the government of the day | 66% 18% 16%
Terrorists are driven by extreme political ideology 63% 19% 18%
Terrorism is a grand design by politicians to stay in power 62% 20% 18%
Democracy has given room for terrorists to operate 61% 39% 0%
Terrorists are influenced by extreme religious feelings 58% 42% 0%
Terrorists are driven by feelings of regional marginalization | 42% 41% 17%
Terrorists are driven by dislike for democracy 30% 46% 24%
Terrorists are driven by ethnicity 27% 50% 23%

Overall, the findings of the survey, particularly the result that suggest that terrorists are motivated by
poverty and economic problems, confirm the common perception that the rise of violent extremism
in Northern Nigeria is entrenched in socio-economic problems.[76] These findings imply that the
prevalence of poverty and unemployment in Northeastern Nigeria create the conditions for people
to join Boko Haram. These results, however, contradict the finding by Pizza, and Krueger and
Maleckova that poverty and economic conditions do not necessarily cause terrorism.[77] Generally,
this study seems to suggest that socio-economic factors are among the drivers of terrorism.[78]

Regarding the political causes of terrorism, the general perception in Nigeria is that Boko Haram dislikes
the Nigerian government and unequivocally rejects Nigerias political system, which they deemed
as corrupt and un-Islamic.[79] In addition, since Boko Haram’s aims to create an Islamic State in
Northern Nigeria, it is not surprising that respondents strongly believe that extreme religion feeling has
a role in influencing terrorists. This is corroborated by empirical studies of a link between terrorism
and religious fundamentalism.[80] However, a recent opinion survey by Botha et al. showed that the
majority of respondents think religion has little or no influence on people’s decision to join Boko Haram,
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hence the study did not consider religion to be a major reason for people to join Boko Haram.[81]

There is also claim that Boko Haram is supported and financed by some politicians in Nigeria to promote
their political agenda.[82] Wole Soyinka, Nigeria’s Nobel Laureate, indicated that there are some Nigeria
politicians who actually support the activities of Boko Haram “because in their lust for power and pursuit
for power, they were ready to sacrifice anything or ally with anything”[83] Interestingly, from the survey,
the majority of respondents believe terrorists are manipulated by politicians in order to remain in power.

State-Level Observations

Across all eleven states, there was not much variation in citizens responses about the root causes of terrorism.
A significant majority of respondents from all the surveyed states clearly recognize that terrorism is rooted
in the socio-economic, political and religious problems of the region. Since a major part of Northern Nigeria
is engulfed in poverty, limited economic opportunities and unemployment, it was not surprising that the
majority of respondents conflated terrorism to the socio-economic and political challenges facing the region.
In particular, respondents from Borno, Adamawa and Yobe, where Boko Haram’s attacks have been mostly
concentrated were of the strong opinion that (1) unemployment (Yobe, 83%, Borno, 82% and Adamawa, 70%),
(2) poverty and economic hardship (Yobe, 73%, Borno, 71% and Adamawa, 70%), (3) extreme political ideology
(Borno, 70%, Yobe, 64% and Adamawa, 62%), and dislike for government of the day (Borno, 74%, Yobe, 58%
and Adamawa, 57%), (4) extreme religious feelings (Borno, 77%, Adamawa 53% and Yobe, 40%), and (5) hatred
for others (Borno, 70%, Yobe, 51% and Adamawa, 51%) were the cause of terrorism in their respective states.

Conversely, while respondents from Yobe, Adamawa, Bauchi and Gombe strongly opposed the statements that
terrorism is driven by ethnicity, regional marginalization and dislike for democracy, respondents from Borno
in particular, were of the strong opinion that regional marginalization (51%), ethnicity (42%) and dislike for
democracy (56%) cause terrorism. Similarly, more respondents from Kano and Kaduna also indicated that
dislike for democracy is to be blamed for the rise of Boko Haram in Northern, Nigeria. Finally, a significant
majority of respondents from Sokoto state indicated that regional marginalization is a cause of terrorism.

Conditions that Best Explain why People Engage in Terrorism

We further explore the individual level causes of terrorism by asking respondents to identify specific statements
that best explain the reason why people engage in terrorism. Noted that respondents were asked to choose the
leading one of several alternative statements. Hence the percentages reported in figure 1 are generally low, as the
first choices varied. However, the figure presents an ordinal ranking of the personal/micro causes of terrorism.

In popular press, it was often claimed that weak governance, high handedness of security agents and hatred of the
Jonathan government were major causes of Boko Haram. As shown in figure 1, from the perspective of the public,
the leading personal causes are poverty, unemployment, extreme religious ideology and ignorance. While weak
government, feeling of hopelessness, military/police high handedness, hatred of the government and security
lapses made the list of causes, they occurred less frequently as the best reasons cited by respondents, suggesting
that the public believes that they are only marginal contributing factors, perhaps through the recruitment
pool of terrorists. The relative values of these responses are helpful in informing policymakers about the roots
of terrorism and the necessary preventative strategies, at least from the perspective of the public bystander.

Figure 1: Conditions that Best Explain why Some People Engage in Terrorism
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see unemployment as the main cause of terrorism (Taraba = 34%), Yobe = 26%, Kaduna = 22% and
Gombe = 20%). Similarly, a considerable percentage of citizens see poverty as the main cause of terrorism
(Sokoto = 33%, Kebbi = 28%, Niger = 21%). Only citizens from Borno (46%) indicated that extreme
religious ideology is the prime condition that compels people to engage in terrorism in their state.

Objectives of Terrorists

We provided respondents with a list of potential terrorist objective to choose from. Each respondent had
the option of choosing as many as possible. Based on the results, the top four responses are as follows:
(a) revenge against security forces (65% strongly agree or agree and 31% strongly disagree or disagree);
(b) fight economic inequalities (42% strongly agree or agree and 48% strongly disagree or disagree); (c)
fight political inequalities (43% strongly agree or agree and 46% strongly disagree or disagree); and (d)
adjust the regional imbalances (40% strongly agree or agree and 40% strongly disagree or disagree) (see
Figure 2). Respondents felt more strongly about revenge against security forces as their main objective as
terrorists than they did about fighting political and economic inequalities. These results may indeed be
unique to Boko Haram, given the perception that violent government actions helped spur Boko Haram.84

Figure 2: Objectives of Terrorists

Revenge Against Security Forces %

To Fight Political Inequalities 11%

To Fight Economic Inequalities 10%

To Adjust Regional Imbalance 20%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
State-Level

B Strongly agree/disagree B Strongly disagree/disagree Neither agree/disagree .
Observations

ISSN 2334-3745 43 June 2018




PERSPECTIVES ON TERRORISM Volume 12, Issue 3

A significant number of respondents from Borno, Yobe, Gombe, Bauchi, Niger, Kebbi and Sokoto states indicated
that the objective of Boko Haram are to destroy the North and revenge against security forces. To the contrary,
some respondents from Kebbi (47%) opposed the idea that Boko Haram’s objective is to destroy the north,
however, the majority of respondents (74%) believed Boko Haram’s aim to revenge against the security forces.

While respondents from Borno (46%) and Bauchi (49%) believe Boko Haram has no objectives, some from
Gombe (47%), Bauchi (49%), Kebbi (48%) and Sokoto (63%) strongly disagree or disagree that they have no
objectives. However, respondents from Yobe (strongly agree [40%] and strongly disagree [40%] and Niger
(strongly agree [39%] and strongly disagree [40%] are divided in their opinion about Boko Haram’s objectives.

Conversely, while Borno citizens perceive the objectives of Boko Haram are to destroy their opponents (66%),
overthrow the government (62%), want to become rich (49%), settle personal scores (48%) and are just common
criminals (50%), respondents from Yobe completely opposed these statements. The respondents from Yobe
strongly disagree that terrorist group like Boko Haram want to destroy their opponents (50%), overthrow the
government (52%), wanttobecomerich (55%), settle personalscores (60%) and are justcommon criminals (52%).

In addition, a significant number of respondents from Borno, Yobe, Gombe and Bauchi, strongly disagree
that Boko Haram aims to fight economic inequalities, fight political inequalities and adjust regional
imbalances. However, the majority of citizens from Sokoto and Bauchi strongly validate the statements that
Boko Haram aims to fight economic and political inequalities and also adjust the imbalances in the region.

Level of Sympathy for Boko Haram

Many in Nigeria believe in the conspiracy theory that Northerners invented Boko Haram as a mechanism for
heightening their political voice and therefore support Boko Haram. If this is true, one should see strong support
for Boko Haram in Northern Nigeria. Our survey results suggest that some 46% indicated that they have very low
or low sympathy for the Boko Haram. Some 25% of the respondents indicated that they have very high or high
sympathy for Boko Haram. Considering that the population of Northern Nigeria approached 100 million, this
could mean 25 million people. Additionally, some 24% indicated average sympathy for Boko Haram (see Figure
3 below). Adding the very high and average, one gets 49%. In essence, Northern Nigeria is 50/50 split in the level
of sympathy for Boko Haram. That may be as much as 50 million people. Assuming that Christians in the North
do not support Boko Haram, it would be the case that the majority of northern Nigerians support Boko Haram.

Figure 3: Level of sympathy for Boko Haram
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literature and generally available information to develop a survey of public opinion about Boko Haram and their
activitiesintheeleven NorthernstatesofNigeria,includingthesixstatesthathavebeenravaged moreaggressivelyby
BokoHaram.Thisarticlecoversresponsestoquestionsrelatedtoterrorismrootcausesandtheobjectivesofterrorists.

Our results confirm the following about what the public believes are the root causes of terrorism: unemployment,
poverty and economic problems, dislike for government, extreme political ideology and religious feelings,
and manipulation by politicians. Our results, however, do not confirm that the public feels that dislike for
democracy or ethnicity play a role as root causes. Our survey also revealed that the public strongly believes
that revenge against security forces is an objective of Boko Haram, as 65 percent of respondents expressed
this feeling. However, less than the majority of respondents believe that objectives of terrorists include
the goals of fighting political inequalities, fight economic inequalities or adjust regional imbalances.

Some of these findings are consistent with conventional thinking, but some are not. For example, the goals of
fighting political inequality, fighting economic inequalities and adjusting regional imbalances are generally
believed to be objectives of Boko Haram, but less than a majority of respondents agreed. Our results suggest
the importance of considering the views of the general public in the fight against domestic terrorism. The
government’s response to Boko Haram has largely focused on the need to stamp out the insurgency through
strong military response and heightened activities of intelligence and security agencies. Others have
espoused the Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) approach of mounting strategies that at least recognize
the root causes of the problem and the angst amongst citizens that contribute to their decision to support
terrorist organizations. Our results at least suggest that the public recognizes the concept of grievances,
and may therefore expect greater socioeconomic intervention strategies as a tool for fighting insurgency.

One of the revelations from our survey is that the majority of the respondents (62%) believe Boko Haram was a
“grand design” by politicians to stay in power. This perspective is unique in that it suggests that some politicians
use terrorism to achieve a political score. The notion that some politicians can create a terrorist group to
destabilize the security of the country to their advantage is an intriguing one that needs to be further investigated.

The significant sympathy in the North for Boko Haram obviously is a problem for the government in fighting
terrorism. Muchmoreworkisrequiredtoconvertadivided publicintoonethatcansupportgreaterresolveinthefight
against terrorism. This information uncovered by this study is particularly useful to agencies of government with
responsibilityforstrategiccommunicationandmindsetchange,especiallytheNational Orientation Agency (NOA).

Acknowledgments

This document is designated as Publication HP 2018 T-102. Support for this research came, in part, from the
John A. Hannah Distinguished Professor Endowment at MSU. The surviving authors dedicate this document to
the memory of our co-author, the Late Dr. Abdullahi Labo, who died on March 17, 2014 after the field-research
work was completed. The surviving authors take full responsibility for any errors or omissions in this paper.

Aboutthe Authors: AdesojiO. Adelajaisthe John A. Hannah Distinguished Professor in Land Policy; Department of
Agricultural, FoodandResource Economics(AFRE), MichiganState University. The Late AbdullahiLabowas Professor
and Chairperson, Department of Rural Sociology, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria. Eva Penar is a former
Program Assistantatthe DepartmentofAgricultural, FoodandResource Economics(AFRE), Michigan State University.

Notes

[1] Walter Enders and Todd Sandler. “Transnational Terrorism: An Economic analysis,” (CREATE Research Archives, Non-
published Research Reports. Paper no. 80, 2005): 11, accessed June 17, 2017, https://research.create.usc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.
cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsredir=1&article=1125&context=nonpublished_reports.

[2] Adesoji Adelaja. “Agricultural, inclusive growth and national stability: Exploring the nexus between food security and national
security; (selected paper prepared for presentation Annual Meetings of the Agricultural & Applied Economics Association
(AAEA), Boston, MA, 2016).

ISSN 2334-3745 45 June 2018




PERSPECTIVES ON TERRORISM Volume 12, Issue 3

[3] See for instance “National strategy for combating terrorism,” (Central Intelligence Agency, February 2003), 8, https://www.
cia.gov/news-information/cia-the-war-on-terrorism/Counter_Terrorism_Strategy.pdf, accessed December 3, 2017; “Global
Terrorism Index: Measuring and understanding the impact of terrorism,” (Institute for Economics and Peace, 2016), http://
economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Global-Terrorism-Index-2016.2.pdf.

[4] Institute of Economics and Peace, “Global Terrorism Index”, 3.

[5] “Human rights, terrorism and counter-terrorism” (Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Fact
sheet no. 32, Geneva: United Nations, 2008), 8.

[6] Keren Sharvit, Arie W. Kruglanski, Mo Wang, Anna Sheveland, Boaz Ganor and Eitan Azani “Palestinian public opinion and
terrorism: A two-way street?” Journal of Policing, Intelligence and Counter Terrorism 10, no. 2 (2015): 71.

[7] Boko Haram attacks in Nigeria since 2011 have targeted Maiduguri in Borno State primarily, but attacks have also occurred in
Yobe and Adamawa States. We define these three states as the immediate areas of Boko Haram attacks. We further defined other
northeast states as being in the general areas. Finally, because of the frequent attacks in other Northern states, these states are
included in our analysis.

[8] Benjamin Maiangwa, Ufo Okeke Uzodike, Ayo Whetho and Hakeem Onapajo “Baptism by Fire: Boko Haram and the Reign of
Terror in Nigeria.” Africa Today 59, no. 2 (2012): 41.

[9] Mohammad Aly Sergie and Toni Johnson, “Boko Haram” (Council on Foreign Relations, 2015), https://www.cfr.org/
backgrounder/boko-haram, accessed on August 4, 2017.

[10] Andrew Pichette, “The rise of Boko Haram: An analysis of failed governance.” Illinois Wesleyan University Outstanding
Gateway Papers. Paper 9, (2015), 2.

[11] Sergie and Johnson, “Boko Haram?” Emmanuel Ikechi Onah. “The Nigerian State as equilibrium of violence: An explanation of
the Boko Haram insurgency in Northern Nigeria.” African Journal On Conflict Resolution 14, no.2 (2014): 69.

[12] Pichette, “The rise of Boko Haram,” 3; Mohammad Aly Sergie and Johnson, “Boko Haram?”
[13] Ibid.
[14] Maiangwa, Uzodike, Whetho and Onapajo. “Baptism by Fire,” 44.

» «

[15] Sergie and Johnson, “Boko Haram.” “Global Terrorism Index: Measuring and understanding the impact of terrorism,”
(Institute for Economics and Peace, 2016, GTI, 2015), 2. http://economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Global-
Terrorism-Index-2015.pdf.

[16] Maiangwa, Uzodike, Whetho and Onapajo. “Baptism by Fire,” 41 - 42; Institute of Economics and Peace, “Global Terrorism
Index;” 41; and Nathaniel Allen, Peter M. Lewis and Hilary Matfess. “The Boko Haram insurgency, by numbers,” Washington Post,
October 6, 2014, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2014/10/06/the-boko-haram-insurgency-by-the-
numbers/?utm_term=.b8b0b3200cb2

[17] Ibid

[18] “Stars on their shoulders, blood on their hands: War crimes committed by the Nigerian military,” (Amnesty International.
June, 2015), 5, https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AFR441657201 5SENGLISH.PDF

[19] Institute of Economics and Peace, “Global Terrorism Index, 2015,” 22.

[20] Henry Kah Kam. “Boko Haram is Losing, But so is Food Production: Conflict and Food Insecurity in Nigeria and Cameroon.”
African Development 42, n0.3 (2017): 182.

[21] “Nigeria’s Boko Haram insurgency affects millions,” BBC News, March 26, 2014, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-
africa-26754947

[22] Faith Karimi and Vladimir Duthiers, “Nigerians demand government to more to bring home kidnapped girls” CNN News,
May 5, 2014, https://www.cnn.com/2014/05/01/world/africa/nigeria-abducted-girls/index.html; Stephanie, Hegarty. “The Nigerians
town that lost its girls” BBC News. April 16, 2016. http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-35979157

[23] “110 Nigeria schoolgirls still missing after attack: Minister” Aljazeera, February 25, 2018, accessed on April 20, 2018, https://
www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/02/110-nigerian-schoolgirls-missing-attack-minister-180225171154082.html

[24] Sharvit, Kruglanski, Wang, Sheveland, Ganor and Azani “Palestinian public opinion and terrorism,” 71.

[25] Adelaja Adesoji and George Justin. “Grievances, latent angst and unrest in Africa,” (Report no. HP 2018-T-013, Hannah

ISSN 2334-3745 46 June 2018



https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/boko-haram
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/boko-haram
http://economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Global-Terrorism-Index-2015.pdf
http://economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Global-Terrorism-Index-2015.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2014/10/06/the-boko-haram-insurgency-by-the-numbers/?utm_term=.b8b0b3200cb2
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2014/10/06/the-boko-haram-insurgency-by-the-numbers/?utm_term=.b8b0b3200cb2
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-26754947
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-26754947
https://www.cnn.com/2014/05/01/world/africa/nigeria-abducted-girls/index.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-35979157

PERSPECTIVES ON TERRORISM Volume 12, Issue 3

Professor Research Program, Department of Food, Agriculture and Resources Economics, East Lansing, Michigan, 2018).
[26] Sharvit, Kruglanski, Wang, Sheveland, Ganor and Azani “Palestinian public opinion and terrorism,” 71.

[27] See Caux Helene, ed. and Dobbs Leo R. “As violence spreads beyond Nigeria, UNHCR calls for urgent accessed to displaced:
The UN refugee agency seeks urgent humanitarian access to refugees and internally displaced people in neighboring Chad,
Cameroon and Niger,” The UN Refugee Agency, February 13, 2015, http://www.unhcr.org/54dddc839.html, accessed March 5,
2018; “How to help Nigerians displaced by Boko Haram,” Washington Post, February 2, 2015, https://www.washingtonpost.com/
opinions/how-to-help-nigerians-displaced-by-boko-haram/2015/02/17/636f1e10-b5f4-11e4-a200-c008a01a6692_story.html?utm_
term=.432c930c6ce4; also see, “Nigeria says half of food aid never reached victims of Boko Haram.” Reuters, June 19, 2017, Jhttps://
af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFKBN19AONQ-OZATP; Nic Robertson, “UK government doubles Nigerian aid package to
fight Boko Haram,” CNN News, August 30, 2017, https://www.cnn.com/2017/08/30/africa/uk-foreign-secretary-boris-johnson-
nigeria-visit-boko-haram/index.html

[28] See “Nigeria president declares a state of emergency, Aljazeera News, May 15, 2013, http://www.aljazeera.com/news/
africa/2013/05/2013514192543867669.html, accessed February 6, 2018; “Who are Nigeria’s Boko Haram Islamist group?” BBC
News, November 24, 2016, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13809501, accessed February 6, 2018; PCNI 2017)

[29] “Who are Nigeria’s Boko Haram Islamist group?” BBC News, November 24, 2016, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-
africa-13809501, accessed February 6, 2018.

[30] “Nigeria Boko Haram: Some missing girls rescued after school attack,” BBC News, February 22, 2018, http://www.bbc.com/
news/world-africa-43122095, accessed on February 26, 2018.

[31] “Weaponing transparency: Defense procurement reform as counterterrorism strategy in Nigeria,” (Transparency International,
2017), http://ti-defence.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Weaponising_Transparency_Web.pdf

[32] “Stars on Their Shoulders, Blood on Their Hands: War Crimes Committed by the Nigerian Military,” (Amnesty International,
June 2015), 5.

[33] See Usman Solomon Ayegba, “Unemployment and poverty as sources and consequence of insecurity in Nigeria: The Boko
Haram insurgency revisited,” African Journal of Political Science and International Relations 9 no. 3 (2015): 96 - 98; Akinola,
Olabanji. “Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria: Between Islamic fundamentalism, politics, and poverty,” African Security 8 no. 1
(2015): 11 - 12.

[34] Alan B. Krueger and Jitka Maleckova, “Education, poverty and terrorism: Is there a casual connection.” Journal of Economic
Perspectives 17, no. 4 (2003): 121, 133; James A. Piazza, “Rooted in Poverty? Terrorism, Poor Economic Development, and

Social Cleavages.” Terrorism and Political Violence 18, no. 1 (2006): 169 - 170; Claude Berrebi, “Evidence about the link between
education, poverty and terrorism among Palestinians,” Peace Economics, Peace Science and Public Policy 13 no.1 (2007), 23 - 24;
Whitehead, Andrew. “Poverty and terrorism.” The George Washington University Homeland Security Policy Institute, Issue brief,
2007, https://cchs.gwu.edu/sites/cchs.gwu.edu/files/downloads/IssueBrief_2_HSPI.pdfu

[35] See Ayegba, “Unemployment and poverty,” 96.

[36] Parida, K. Pradeep. “Globalisation, relative deprivation and terrorism: An Analysis.” India Quarterly: A Journal of International
Affairs 63, no. 4 (2007), 130 -131.

[37] Ayegba, “Unemployment and poverty; 94-95.

[38] Kavanagh, Jennifer. “Selection, availability, and opportunity: The conditional effect of poverty on terrorist group participation”
Journal of Conflict Resolution 55, no. 1 (2011): 123.

[39] Bhatia, Kartika and Ghanem, Hafez. “How do education and unemployment affect support for violent extremism: Evidence
from eight Arab countries,” (Brooking Institutes Global and Economic Development Working paper 102, 2017), 9 - 10.

[40] Martin Gassebner and Simon Luechinger. “Lock, stock, and barrel: A comprehensive assessment of the determinants of terror.”
Public Choice 149, no. 3-4 (2011): 236, 255.

[41] Abdullah Yousef Sahar Mohammad, “Roots of terrorism in the Middle East: internal pressures and international constraints, in
Root Causes of Terrorism,” (New York: Routledge, 2005), 105.

[42] James A. Piazza, “Poverty, minority economic discrimination, and domestic terrorism,” Journal of Peace Research 48, no.
3(2011); 348.

[43] Lai, Brian. “Draining the swamp”: An empirical examination of production of international terrorism.” Conflict Management
and Peace Science 24, (2007): 306.

ISSN 2334-3745 47 June 2018



http://www.unhcr.org/54dddc839.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/how-to-help-nigerians-displaced-by-boko-haram/2015/02/17/636f1e10-b5f4-11e4-a200-c008a01a6692_story.html?utm_term=.432c930c6ce4
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/how-to-help-nigerians-displaced-by-boko-haram/2015/02/17/636f1e10-b5f4-11e4-a200-c008a01a6692_story.html?utm_term=.432c930c6ce4
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/how-to-help-nigerians-displaced-by-boko-haram/2015/02/17/636f1e10-b5f4-11e4-a200-c008a01a6692_story.html?utm_term=.432c930c6ce4
https://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFKBN19A0NQ-OZATP
https://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFKBN19A0NQ-OZATP
https://www.cnn.com/2017/08/30/africa/uk-foreign-secretary-boris-johnson-nigeria-visit-boko-haram/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2017/08/30/africa/uk-foreign-secretary-boris-johnson-nigeria-visit-boko-haram/index.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2013/05/2013514192543867669.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2013/05/2013514192543867669.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13809501
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13809501
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13809501
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-43122095
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-43122095
http://ti-defence.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Weaponising_Transparency_Web.pdf
https://cchs.gwu.edu/sites/cchs.gwu.edu/files/downloads/IssueBrief_2_HSPI.pdf

PERSPECTIVES ON TERRORISM Volume 12, Issue 3

[44] Pinar Derin-Gure, “Does terrorism have economic roots?” (Boston University — Department of Economics, 2009), https://
www.imtlucca.it/news-events/files/paper/006519_000245_.pdf

[45] Tim Krieger and Daniel Meierrieks, “Does income inequality lead to terrorism?” (Center for Economic Studies & Ifo Institute
Working Paper No. 5821, 2016), 13. https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2766910

[46] Waters Enders, Gary A. Hoover and Todd Sandler, “The changing nonlinear relationship between income and terrorism,”
Journal of Conflict Resolution 60, no. 2 (2016): 216, 220.

[47] Piazza, “Rooted in Poverty?” 170.

[48] Ayegba, “Unemployment and poverty;” 96; Ojochenemi J. David, Lucky E, Asuelime and Hakeem Onapajo, Boko Haram: The
socio-economic drivers (Switzerland: Springer, 2015), 83 -99.

[49] Ayegba, “Unemployment and poverty;” 98.
[50] David, Asuelime and Onapajo, “Boko Haram: The socio-economic drivers,” 83.

[51] Anneli Botha and Mahdi Abdile, “Radicalization and al-Shabaah recruitment in Somalia,” (Institute for Security Studies Paper
266, 2014), 8.

[52] Anneli Botha, Martin Ewi, Uyo Salifu and Mahdi Abdile, “Understanding Nigeria citizens” perspectives on Boko Haram,”
(Institute for Security Studies Monograph number 196, 2017). 29.

[53] See for example, Gassebner and Luechinger, “Lock, stock and barrel,” 251; Enders, Hoover and Sandler, “The changing
nonlinear relationship between and terrorism,” 219.

[54] Canci Haldun and Adedoyin O. Odukoya, “Ethnic and religious crises in Nigeria: A specific analysis upon identities (1999
- 2013)” African Center for the Constructive Resolution of Dispute, 2016. http://www.accord.org.za/ajcr-issues/ethnic-religious-
crises-nigeria/

[55] Akinola, “Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria,” 14.

[56] Campbell John and Harwood, Asch. “Boko Haram and Nigeria’s pervasive violence,” https://www.cfr.org/expert-brief/boko-
haram-and-nigerias-pervasive-violence, accessed January 20, 2018; Onah, “The Nigerian State as equilibrium of violence,” 67;
Sergie and Johnson, “Boko Haram.”

[57] Freedom Onuoha, “Why the youth join Boko Haram?” (United State Institute of Peace Special Report, 348, 2014), 5.
[58] Haldun & Odukoya, “Ethnic and religious crises in Nigeria,”

[59] Atin Basuchoudhary and William F. Shughart II, “On ethnic conflict and the origins of transnational terrorism,” Defence and
Peace Economics 21 no. 1 (2010): 65-87; see also Gassebner and Luechinger, “Lock, stock and barrel,” 251.

[60] See for instance, William Eubank and Leonard Weinberg, “Terrorism and Democracy: Perpetrators and Victims.” Terrorism
and Political Violence 13, no. 1(2001): 155-164; Krueger and Maleckova, “Education, poverty and terrorism,”139; Nauro E Campos
and Martin Gassebner, “International terrorism, political instability and the escalation effect,” (IZA discussion papers, No. 4061,
The Institute for the Study of Labor, Bonn, 2009), 13; Gassebner and Luechinger, “Lock, stock and barrel,” 250; Krieger and
Meierrieks, “Does income inequality lead to terrorism?” 19.

[61] Piazza “Rooted in Poverty?” 170.

[62] See Krieger and Meierrieks, “Does income inequality lead to terrorism?” 13; Eubank and Weinberg, “Terrorism and
Democracy; 160.

[63] Krieger and Meierrieks, “Does income inequality lead to terrorism?” 13.

[64] Peter Mbah, Chikodiri Nwangwu and Herbert C. Edeh, “Elite politics and the emergence of Boko Haram insurgency in
Nigeria” Trames 21, no. 2 (2017): 177 -178; Okoro, Efehi, Raymond, “Terrorism and governance crisis: The Boko Haram
experience in Nigeria.” African Journal On Conflict Resolution 14, no. 2 (2014): 121 - 122

[65] Botha, Ewi, Salifu and Abdile, “Understanding Nigeria citizens,” 68.
[66] Mbah, Nwangwu and Edeh, “Elite politics,” 181.
[67] See for example, Ibid, Okoro, “Terrorism and governance crisis,” 114 — 115; Pichette, “The rise of Boko Haram,” 5.

[68] Mbah, Nwangwu and Edeh, “Elite politics,” 174

ISSN 2334-3745 48 June 2018



https://www.imtlucca.it/news-events/files/paper/006519_000245_.pdf
https://www.imtlucca.it/news-events/files/paper/006519_000245_.pdf
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2766910
http://www.accord.org.za/ajcr-issues/ethnic-religious-crises-nigeria/
http://www.accord.org.za/ajcr-issues/ethnic-religious-crises-nigeria/
https://www.cfr.org/expert-brief/boko-haram-and-nigerias-pervasive-violence
https://www.cfr.org/expert-brief/boko-haram-and-nigerias-pervasive-violence

PERSPECTIVES ON TERRORISM Volume 12, Issue 3

[69] “Global Terrorism Index: Measuring and understanding the impact of terrorism,” (Institute for Economics and Peace, 2016),
6, http://economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Global-Terrorism-Index-2016.2.pdf

[70] Cole Bunzel, “From paper state to caliphate: The ideology of Islamic State,” (Brookings Project on U.S. relations with the
Islamic World Analysis Paper no. 9), 41 - 42.

[71] Alan B. Krueger, “Attitudes and action: Public opinion and the occurrence of international terrorism,” CEPS Working Paper no.
179, (2009), 10.

[72] Ibid

[73] “Concerns about Islamic extremism on the rise in Middle East,” (Pew Research Center, 2014), http://www.pewglobal.
org/2014/07/01/concerns-about-islamic-extremism-on-the-rise-in-middle-east/#boko-haram-reviled-in-nigeria.

[74] Jay Loschky, “Nearly all Nigerians see Boko Haram as a major threat,” (Gallup, 2014), http://news.gallup.com/poll/172241/
nearly-nigerians-boko-haram-major-threat.aspx, accessed on March 5, 2018.

[75] Jacob Poushter, “Majorities of people in Europe, North America worried about Islamic extremism,” (Pew Research Center,
2017), http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/05/24/majorities-in-europe-north-america-worried-about-islamic-extremism/
accessed on March 5, 2018.

[76] Ayegba, “Unemployment and poverty;” 96; David, Asuelime and Onapajo, “Boko Haram: The socio-economic drivers,” 83.
[77] Piazza, “Rooted in Poverty?” 170; Krueger and Maleckova, “Education, poverty and terrorism,” 133 -134.

[78] Ayegba, “Unemployment and poverty;” 96; David, Asuelime and Onapajo, “Boko Haram: The socio-economic drivers,” 83.
[79] Sergie and Johnson, “Boko Haram,” Onah, “The Nigerian State as equilibrium of violence;” 69 - 70.

[80] See for example, Gassebner and Luechinger, “Lock, stock and barrel,” 251; Enders, Hoover and Sandler, “The changing
nonlinear relationship between and terrorism,” 219.

[81] Botha, Ewi, Salifu and Abdile, “Understanding Nigeria citizens,” 46 - 47.

[82] Ibid, 68; “Stephen Davis: Sheriff sponsored Boko Haram members to Hajj,” Daily Post News, September 27, 2014, http://
thenewsnigeria.com.ng/2014/09/stephen-davis-sheriff-sponsored-boko-haram-members-to-hajj/ accessed April 9, 2018; Mbabh,
Nwangwu and Edeh, “Elite politics,” 182, 184.

[83] Seun Opejobi, “Why Nigerian politicians supported Boko Haram - Soyinka,” Daily Post News, February 22, 2016, http://
dailypost.ng/2016/02/22/why-nigerian-politicians-supported-boko-haram-soyinka/ accessed February 21, 2018.

[84] Seun Opejobi, “Why Nigerian politicians supported Boko Haram — Soyinka,” Daily Post News, February 22, 2016, http://
dailypost.ng/2016/02/22/why-nigerian-politicians-supported-boko-haram-soyinka/ accessed February 21, 2018.

ISSN 2334-3745 49 June 2018



http://news.gallup.com/poll/172241/nearly-nigerians-boko-haram-major-threat.aspx
http://news.gallup.com/poll/172241/nearly-nigerians-boko-haram-major-threat.aspx
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/05/24/majorities-in-europe-north-america-worried-about-islamic-extremism/
http://thenewsnigeria.com.ng/2014/09/stephen-davis-sheriff-sponsored-boko-haram-members-to-hajj/
http://thenewsnigeria.com.ng/2014/09/stephen-davis-sheriff-sponsored-boko-haram-members-to-hajj/
http://dailypost.ng/2016/02/22/why-nigerian-politicians-supported-boko-haram-soyinka/
http://dailypost.ng/2016/02/22/why-nigerian-politicians-supported-boko-haram-soyinka/
http://dailypost.ng/2016/02/22/why-nigerian-politicians-supported-boko-haram-soyinka/
http://dailypost.ng/2016/02/22/why-nigerian-politicians-supported-boko-haram-soyinka/

	_Ref517077302
	_Ref517077303
	_Ref517077304
	_Ref517077305
	_Ref517077306
	_Ref517077307
	_Ref517077308
	_Ref517077309
	_Ref517077310
	_Ref517077311
	_Ref517077312
	_Ref517077313
	_Ref517077314
	_Ref517077315
	_Ref517077316
	_Ref517077317
	_Ref517077318
	_Ref517077319
	_Ref517077320
	_Ref517077321
	_Ref517077322
	_Ref517077323
	_Ref517077324
	_Ref517077325
	_Ref517077326
	_Ref517077327
	_Ref517077328
	_Ref517077329
	_Ref517077330
	_Ref517077331
	_Ref517077332
	_Ref517077333
	_Ref517077334
	_Ref517077335
	_Ref517077336
	_Ref517077337
	_Ref517077338
	_Ref517077339
	_Ref517077340
	_Ref517077341
	_Ref517077342
	_Ref517077343
	_Ref517077344
	_Ref517077345
	_Ref517077346
	_Ref517077347
	_Ref517077348
	_Ref517077349
	_Ref517077350
	_Ref517077351
	_Ref517077352
	_Ref517077353
	_Ref517077354
	_Ref517077355
	_Ref517077356
	_Ref517077357
	_Ref517077358
	_Ref517077359
	_Ref517077360
	_Ref517077361
	_Ref517077362
	_Ref517077363
	_Ref517077364
	_Ref517077365
	_Ref517077366
	_Ref517077367
	_Ref517077368
	_Ref517077369
	_Ref517077370
	_Ref517077371
	_Ref517077372
	_Ref517077373
	_Ref517077374
	_Ref517077375
	_Ref517077376
	_Ref517077377
	_Ref517077378
	_Ref517077379
	_Ref517077380
	_Ref517077381
	_Ref517077382
	_Ref517077383
	_Ref517077384
	_Ref517077385
	_GoBack

